
  

OCT 19, 2018—issue 4 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School 

Dear King Families,  

Fall has certainly arrived! Now that we’ve 
wrapped up the first six weeks of school, the 
children have their routines in place and 
classroom communities are well established. 
We also have our first round of NWEA 
testing completed. It has been wonderful to 
see the teachers and students digging into 
academics and continuing to build 
relationships within the classroom.   
 
In the past two Dream Keepers, Mrs. 
Cooper has been highlighting our fantastic 
King teachers and what they do each day to 
bring out the best in your child. I would like 
to continue that important conversation and 
highlight another outstanding quality. Your 
child’s teacher has empathy for their 
students and clarity for how others 
see them. 
 
This is modeled day in, day out. Children, 
particularly up to the age of 8 years old, are  
 

Dream keeper 

MISSION:  

Our mission for Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School is to build a 21st century 
learning community where all members are encouraged to do their personal best in a safe 
environment where we nurture respectful, responsible and caring citizens of the world.  

sense of trust is ensuring that all student 
voices are heard, and that each student feels 
that his/her voice truly matters to the 
group at large.  Empathy is one of the 
pillars of the Responsive Classroom 
approach, as we know the importance of 
children feeling a sense of belonging and 
purpose. When we teach children to take 
the perspective of another child, it helps to 
prevent misunderstandings and 
mistreatment before such problems arise. 
 
There are several excellent books out there 
about empathy that you may enjoy reading 
with your children at home. Here is a list to 
help you get started: 
https://selfsufficientkids.com/childrens-
books-teach-empathy/  Thank you for 
helping to continue this important 
conversation and learning at home.  
 
All the best, Heather. 
Heather 

naturally egocentric. This means that adult 
modeling is one of the most important ways 
we can teach empathy.  It is important to 
have conversations with our children about 
how important empathy is, rather than 
assuming it will be something they will 
simply “pick up on” over time / with 
maturity. The following article highlights 
how important empathy is, and how it can 
play an important role in reducing bullying, 
which is a top priority here at 
King:  https://www.edutopia.org/blog/pro
ject-happiness-empathy-randy-taran  One key 
piece that I took away from this article was 
the importance of validation and trust 
(number 3 under “How is Empathy Being 
Developed in Schools?”).  

Building trust is foundational and at the heart 
of what each and every teacher has been 
working towards these first six weeks for 
school. A critical component in building that 
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EARLY RELEASE DAYS 

Again, for the 2018-19 school year, the Ann Arbor Public Schools 

has made the decision to have early release days throughout the 

school year. The reason is to provide additional opportunity for 

staff professional development.  Even with three after-school 

meetings each month, each just 80 minutes in length, there is not 

the kind of time necessary to delve deeply into the important 

topics and practices.  This time will be used well and wisely for 

the sake of your child’s education. 

Please make note of the Early Release days for the 18-19school year, with dismissal time being 1:29.   

• Wednesday, October 24 

• Wednesday, January 30 

• Wednesday, February 27 

• Wednesday, May 22 

You may want to consider King Care as an option on these early release days.  Children need to be 

registered at least two days prior.  Contact: kingchildsupervision@yahoo.com or 

kingchildcare.com 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• Sun, Oct 21st: 1 – 4 PM 

o King Learning Garden Work Day!   

• Wed, Oct 24: 

o Early release day; children 
dismissed at 1:29.  Lunch served 
before dismissal. 

o Harvest Moon Festival 
sponsored by PTO! 6:00 PM 

• Mon, Nov 5: 4:30 – 8:00 PM 

o Conference Night for families with 
more than one child at King 

• Tues, Nov 6; Election Day 

o School closed 

• Thurs, Nov 8th 

o PTO meeting from 8-9 AM; All 
are welcome!   

• Wed, Nov 21st  – Fri, Nov 23rd 

o No School for Thanksgiving break 

• Mon, Nov 26th 

o School resumes 

• Wed, Nov 28th: 6:00 – 7:30 PM 

o Pizza & PJ’s Literacy Night! 

o See page 6 for details! 

PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION 

Dear King Families,  
 
In early November, King teachers hold parent/teacher conferences for each 

of their students.  Teachers graciously extend their work hours into the 

evening in order to accommodate parent schedules.  To show our 

appreciation, the PTO will provide dinner for the teachers on Monday, 

November 5th.  Please consider signing up to bring an item or help with this 

event to show our wonderful King teachers how much they are truly 

appreciated.  We are so fortunate to have such remarkable teachers and this 

is a great opportunity to say thank you! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0444abaf29a13-

parentteacher 

Best, 
Jen McNamara |King PTO President 

Want to see what 

happens in our school 

days?  Follow us on 

Twitter: 

@a2KingPrincipal 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make sure your child claims his/her belongings.  Items that remain will 

be donated after school on the last Friday of each month. 
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Lead Teachers 

 

Mrs. Burrill and Ms. Peck  

 

Include photos 

Anti-Bullying Club Update!! 

Due to the HUGE interest on the part of King students to participate in our Anti-Bullying Club, we have 

decided to divide the students into two groups.   

Therefore, 4th & 5th graders will still meet on Thurs, Oct 25th beginning at 8:15 AM.   

2nd & 3rd graders will meet on Fri, Oct 26th beginning at 8:15. 

Thank you in advance to all parents/guardians for being committed to this important learning and 

transporting your children.   

Mary Cooper | King Principal 

Heather Halabu | King Assistant Principal 

Jennifer Cole | Parent and Co-Facilitator 

Sarah Hong | Parent and Co-Facilitator 

Carly Ly | Parent and Co-Facilitator 
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Creating good morning routines 

Each morning, please get your children to school 

on time!  The first bell rings at 8:51, and school 

starts promptly at 8:56.  When late, students miss 

valuable learning time and fall behind on their 

morning classwork.  In addition, tardy students are 

disruptive to the rest of the class.  Your efforts to 

get your students to school on time is very much 

appreciated. 

In the event that tardiness is unavoidable, please 

notify the main office ahead of time at (734) 994-

1940.  

King School Math Club  
 

It is time to talk about Math to 1st 
through 5th grade parents! 
 
If your child wants to work on building problem-
solving skills and reinforcing math concepts, this is 
a perfect fit for him/her. The club fosters 
enthusiasm in math, help students build good 
work habit, and develop their creativity in 
problem solving. . Any 1st to 5th grade 
student who enjoys math and seeks a challenge is 
welcome. Although there is no minimum 
requirement of math proficiency, the 
student must be able to focus and engage in 
math problem solving for our one-hour 
class. 
 

Please sign-up 
here: https://tinyurl.com/y8brcezh 
 
Click here for more info 

Harvest Moon Festival--Wed, Oct 24th 5:30-7:30 PM      

Free Family Fun Night!  Please join us in celebrating harvest festivals from around the 
world.  This event is free and will include crafts, games, and face paint. Dinner will be 
available for purchase 

Where: King Multipurpose Room and Learning Garden, and the King Learning 
Garden will be open for tours! 

Come dressed in your favorite costume for the lantern parade at 7:00 PM!   

Attention: we need volunteers to make the event a success!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4AA5AA28A7FA7-harvest1     
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King WESO Science Olympiad 2019 

At King Elementary, Science Olympiad is only possible thanks to parents like you who volunteer 

their time as science coaches for the children.  Please SIGN-UP by Friday, October 26th 
[LAST DEADLINE]. Thank you so much! Your kingscienceolympiad@gmail.com team." 

 

the link : https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0a4ca8ad23a2fd0-king4 
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Sign-up flier will be in 

next week’s eNotes 

and in 10/26 Friday 

Folders! 

Be part of the 

fun (and 

learning)! 

Donations will 

be taken for 

pizza and water! 




